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In an article in Alive Now first published in 2000 and then reprinted on January 1, 2010, 
as an Upper Room daily reflection, Jeanne Lohmann writes: “Though we are often inhospita-
ble, God keeps coming, and without regard for a designated season is born in mystery where 
the known and unknown dance on the edge of the miraculous.” 

These powerful and poignant words have occupied my mind and obsessed my thoughts 
through these first few weeks of the new year, the new decade. In all the seasons of our 
lives—Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost—God keeps coming, God con-
tinues to make God’s self, God’s will, God’s word, God’s way more and more manifest, more 
and more apparent, more and more real and recognizable in the ways and means, in the 
events and affairs of our daily lives. In moments of intimacy, in times of joy, in instances of 
comfort, in offers of assistance, in words and deeds of generosity and justice, God keeps 
coming, God keeps on working to bring about the Realm of righteousness and peace which 
has been promised and fulfilled through Jesus Christ. 

This month we begin our annual Lenten journeys, from Ash Wednesday to Holy Week, 
as we make our way closer and closer to the cross, closer and closer to the mystery of Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. And as we walk this way again, we are made aware in many and 
various ways that God is walking with us, that God is calling us forward, and that the God 
who keeps coming is also the God who stands beside us, the God who meets us when we 
arrive at the destination toward which we have been going, that which is experienced and ex-
pressed by us in an embrace, one which extends from God to all of humanity and which en-
ables us to extend it as well from person to person and place to place. 

Jeanne Lohmann concludes: “Angels appear in human disguise, a hallelujah chorus sur-
rounding us in the fields of this common earth we walk on and watch from. Behind paper win-
dows are symbols we don’t yet recognize, and our unlighted candles burst into flame on al-
tars we haven’t acknowledged. Around us the breathing of the animals is slow and deep, 
their expectant, steady gaze directed toward the rough door that is just beginning to open. 
Each night, the stars signal a new journey, and all year long God keeps coming.” 



Page 2 

The Ridgewood Communicator 

February 2010 

�������������
��  

�������

������� �	���������
��� ��� ��
February Liturgists:    9:00 am—TBD                         11:00 am—TBD 

Counters:       02/07, 02/14, 02/21, 02/28:             Carolyn Day and Michael Mullenax 
Communion Stewards (February 7):         Will Whitworth and Larry Stagney 
Ushers:           1st Service: Carl Bogar, Gordon Bower, Dorothy Davis, Bill Dickinson 
                          2nd Service: Tom Lock, Fred Smith, Jim Tannehill, George Stueber 

Van Drivers:   For schedule changes please contact Michelle Dougherty at 440.212.1186 or 440.888.1662 
                          02/07    Cliff Schuenaman                       02/14    Tim Short 
                          02/21    Fred Smith                                  02/28    Russ Kahler 

Coffee Hour Hosts:     
             02/07    Kelly Box and Debbie Funk 
             02/14    All Church New Member Reception  
             02/21    Boy Scouts’ Pancake Breakfast 
             02/28    Linda Hadcock and Louise Rudo 

February 7, 2010  (5th Sunday after the Epiphany)         Communion Sunday  
Sermon Title: “Catching People”                        Scripture:        Isaiah 6:1-8 
                                                                                                Luke 5:1-11 

February 14, 2010  (Transfiguration Sunday)                    LOGOS Prayer in the Chapel  
Sermon Title: “Transfigured to Transform!”       Scripture:        Exodus 34:29-35 
                                                                                                2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
                                                                                                Luke 9:28-43a 

February 17, 2010   (Ash Wednesday)                          Communion / Ashes  
Sermon Title: “To Be Reconciled”                     Scripture:        Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
                                                                                                2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
                                                                                                Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 21, 2010   (1st Sunday in Lent)               Scouting Sunday / Communion in the Chapel  
Sermon Title: “Until an Opportune Time”           Scripture:        Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
                                                                                                Luke 4:1-13 

February 28, 2010   (2nd Sunday in Lent)                           Food Sunday  
Sermon Title: “Count On It!”                              Scripture:        Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
                                                                                                Philippians 3:17-4:1 
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Council on Ministries—Tuesday, February 2, 8:15 pm  
Chairperson: Chuck Nohejl 
Carolyn Dyck, Linda Hadcock, Gloria Homolak, John Homolak, Anita Kules, Dawn Mullenax, Bob Rudolph, 
Fran Rudolph, Rev. Charlie Tobias 

Members at Large: Charles Becker, Dan Johnson, Linda Johnson, Billie Jean McKenna, John Ricketts, 
                                Sandy Short 
Youth Club Directors: Mary Cain, Maria Held 

Education—Tuesday, February 2, 7:00 pm 
     Co-Chairpersons: Dawn Mullenax & Maria Held          Sunday School Superintendent: Mar Bruner 
       Marian Armstrong, Judi Langmead, Kelsey Langmead, Ruth Lock, Karen Nichols, Donna  Smith, 
      George Stueber 

Evangelism—Tuesday, February 2, 7:00 pm 
     Co-Chairpersons: Fran Rudolph & Carolyn Dyck 
      Mary Cain, Rebecca Callaghan, Dan Johnson, Karen Jones, Jan Julio, Peggy Kapolka, Billie Jean 
      McKenna, Pat Meade, John Ricketts, Pastor Wilson 

Outreach—Tuesday, February 2, 7:00 pm 
     Co-Chairpersons: Linda Hadcock & Betty Schuenaman 
      Friends of Ridgewood: Jane Parker; Caring Dinner: Debbie Funk; Parish Nurse: Sandy Levy 
      Van Coordinator: Michelle Dougherty 
       Esther Daley, Claire Jencson, Carole Koscielny, Robert Koscielny, Renita Nohejl, Bob Sehringer 

Worship—Tuesday, February 2, 7:00 pm 
     Co-Chairpersons: John Homolak & Barb Langford 
      Mary Becker, Ira Cooper, Carolyn Day, Linda Johnson, Doug Nichols, Rev. Tobias, Will Whitworth  

Dorothy Hartman, a member of Ridgewood UMC, passed away on December 10, 2009. 
Donald Fitzsimmons, a member of Ridgewood UMC, passed away on December 31, 2009. He 
was 87 years old. 

!�� ���
 �"��  

Emma Lee Conway’s baptism was reaffirmed at Ridgewood UMC on Sunday, January 10, 2010, 
by her parents, Paul and Debbie Conway. 

#�� �$�����������  
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Taken from the records of Ridgewood United Methodist Church 

Notes from “Our Reminder,” February 2, 1913, Jennings Avenue Methodist Episcopal 
Church*, Cleveland, Ohio, Corner of Fourteenth Street and Starkweather Avenue, John 
Fletcher Lewis, Pastor. (* One of the names of our church before moving to Parma!) 

                                 Sunday School, 9:00 
                                      Morning Worship, 10:15 
                                      Epworth League, 6:15 
                                      Junior League, Wednesday, 3:30 
                                      Prayer Meeting, Wednesday, 7:30 

The Official Board will meet in the Pastor’s Study on Monday evening, Feb. 3rd,  
beginning promptly at 7:30 o’clock. A full attendance of the Board is desired.  
Dr. Stroup will preach for us on the morning of Feb. 9th. On Monday evening, Feb. 10th, 
he will conduct our Quarterly Conference. 
The Brotherhood of St. Paul will unite with the men of the West Side in a meeting this 
afternoon at the Tabernacle, instead of the meeting which was announced for this 
church. All men who desire to attend will please meet at the church at two o’clock this 
afternoon. 
On next Saturday afternoon from one to two o’clock there will be a Home Baking Sale at 
the church. The patronage of our friends will be greatly appreciated. 
Mrs. George W. Coleman of Boston, President of the Council of Women for Home Mis-
sions, will speak at Epworth Memorial Church Tuesday afternoon, Feb. 4th, at 2 o’clock. 
Her subject will be “Present Day Mormonism.” 
The Epworth League will conduct a meeting on Tuesday evening, Feb. 4th, that 
promises to be of unusual interest. It will be held at the church and will include a  
debate upon the subject of Women’s Suffrage. 
Our revival services will begin immediately at the close of the Lyon Evangelistic  
services. 
The last three numbers of our Lecture Course are being sold at fifty cents. This includes 
the lecture by Prof. S.R. Hoover on next Thursday evening on Yellow Stone Park, the 
Bohemian Entertainers on March 5th, and the lecture by Edward Wiggam on “Forty 
Kinds of Fools.” Any of these is worth the price of three. 
The Women’s Foreign Missionary Society will hold their regular meeting at the home of 
Mrs. J. Schafer, 2267 West 14th Street, on Thursday afternoon, Feb. 6th. 
Epworth League devotional service this evening at 6:15. Subject for the Study: “The 
Temptation of Jesus.” Miss Sadie Holman will lead the meeting. A combined effort is 
being made to increase the interest among our young people. Let our members and 
friends of our young people give your assistance by being present at to-night’s meeting. 
We extend a most cordial welcome to all strangers. 
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The good and bad of cold weather… Here we are again in the grip of a Cleveland winter 
and we never seem to get used to it. Some of the younger population are joyful to have an 
opportunity to ski or snowboard, but most of us shiver and are annoyed by other less glam-
orous parts of the winter snows. 

Winter and its chilly temperatures are a mixed blessing when it comes to human health. 
Cold temperatures perform a great public health service by killing off disease-mongering in-
sects and microorganisms. Cold weather may also help us slim down by stimulating metab-
olically active brown fat as we hit the cold and adapt. Unfortunately, we also see an increase 
in blood pressure and some findings state the systolic (or top number) increases especially 
in those 80 or older, possibly triggering a fight-or-flight response. Also, cold and flu seem to 
thrive in cold temperatures; there is evidence that exposure to cold temperatures suppresses 
the immune system, increasing opportunities for infection. One more thing to think of is our 
shorter winter days and the sun at a low angle, decreasing our levels of Vitamin D; a supple-
ment may be needed. 

Taking advantage of scripture: “To everything there is a season and a time to every pur-
pose under heaven,” (Eccl. 3:1), how can we best endure this winter season? Hibernation 
might not be such a bad idea; relaxing with a good book, journaling, organizing family pic-
tures. Sometimes it just feels good to be made to slow down and enjoy the peace of a winter 
day! 
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Calling all girls ages 10-14 and their moms—please help us assess the knowledge, 
myths and fears regarding normal breast development and breast cancer.  

!�
�������"��������#����
��$�����$
���������������"����
�������	� ������%�
A pre– and post-survey will be administered at the event for research purposes for future 
program development. Any information derived from these surveys will be strictly confi-

dential  and will be reported as a group (no individual results will be available). 
Sign up on the second floor hallway table, or call the church office. 
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The purpose of worship is to teach the people what they need to know about 

Christ, and the order of worship serves as a visual aid. Worship begins with God. It 
is like a conversation, one that God starts as He speaks words of life to lost and  
dying people. In this conversation, God’s people respond to Him after He has first 
spoken. 

Music enables worshipers to offer their worship in a more complete way. Music 
provides the occasion for people to focus upon God and God's will, to experience 
the presence of God and to worship God in spirit and truth.  

Throughout the ages Christians have sung their faith as a part of their worship. 
Hymns, spirituals and gospel songs vary in content and focus and may be used as 
a part of the many different acts of worship: praise, confession of sin, proclama-
tion, commitment, affirmation of faith.  

Here at Ridgewood, the selection of hymns, Chancel Choir and organ atten-
dant music is done with utmost care, giving thought to the quality of the music, and 
its appropriateness for worship. Rev. Charlie, Pastor Paul and I attempt to ensure 
that the text expresses some aspect of biblical truth, and that the tune reflects  
musical quality. 
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               Contributions=money received from members and visitors both from pledged and non-pledged donations. 
               Income=monies received from facility rent, parking lot rent, etc. 
Significant one-time expenses: Jan.-Mar. expenses include $39,500 final payment on organ repair, upgrade 
and voicing. Aug.-Sep. expenses include $8,789 unexpected elevator repair and balance of Youth Workcamp 
expenses. Nov. expenses include $6,805 partial payment on Women’s Restroom refurbishing project in Friend-
ship Hall, as well as $6,000 of designated funds paid out to the Food Pantries in Parma and Parma Heights. 
Dec. expenses had the final payment of $3,260 on the restroom refurbishing project in Friendship Hall. 
Unexpected income:  May includes $6,144 insurance payment for damage due to the roof leak in the bell 
tower. Nov. had a $5,000 donation to the Nehemiah Mission that was passed directly on to them. 
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You are invited to join the present scouts of Troop and Pack 372 as we 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Scouting on Sunday, February 21, 2010. 
We will begin with the annual troop pancake breakfast at 8:00 am, followed by 
scouts being reverent at the 11:00 am worship service, and closing with a 
cake and punch reception at 12:30 pm in Friendship Hall, where we will 
also have a display of troop memorabilia. 

Pancake breakfast tickets are $6.00 per adult and $ 4.00 for juniors.  
The meal includes pancakes, sausage, a fruit cup, and a drink. 
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Invite a friend to come to Sunday School with you on 
Sunday, February 14, 2010. We will have a special 

snack that day for all the children and youth classes, 
and you can show your friends how much fun you have 

at Sunday School! 
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For the first time in several years, members and friends from Ridge-
wood will join those from several other area United  
Methodist churches in a series of Lenten services of worship, to 
take place weekly from February 21 through March 28, 2010. 

Ridgewood will be hosting the opening service on Sunday, February 21, at 4:30 pm, joining 
with persons from Garfield Heights, Seven Hills, Independence, and Pearl Road. Watch the 
weekly bulletin for more details! 
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The world-famous Passion Play at Oberammergau, a town in Bavaria, Germany, occurs only 

every 10 years. A thankful village promised God—now that the Black Plague had left their 
small village—they would show their gratitude by putting on a Passion Play. They have been 

doing so every decade for over 370 years. You are invited to join Bishop John and Elaine 
Hopkins as they journey to Oberammergau on July 13. The trip will also include visits to 

Innsbruck, Salzburg and many other sites in Austria. 

An informational meeting about the trip will be hel d at Wesleyan Meadows, 5400 
Meadow Lane Court, Sheffield Village, on Sunday, Fe bruary 21, at 2:00 pm.  

Join Bill McFadden to learn more about the trip. Reservations would be appreciated, but are 
not necessary. Please contact Bill McFadden at 440-934-5676 or mcfelyria@aol.com 
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The  Ridgewood 
“Piece” Makers Quilt 
Ministry  continues to 
make quilts for those 
dealing with chronic ill-
nesses, long-term ill-
nesses and difficult 
situations. If you know 
someone who needs 
the comfort of know-

ing that Ridgewood cares, please talk with 
Rev. Charlie, Pastor Paul, or our Parish 
Nurse, Sandy Levy.  They have access to 
our “comfort quilts” made with love and 
care by the “Piece” Makers of Ridgewood. 
If you would like to get involved in the 
Quilt Ministry, please call the church office 
at (440) 885-1360 for more information. 
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Please note: the e-mail communications are 
designed to inform of events only. The privacy 
of those involved in the event will be protected. 



Page 11   

The Ridgewood Communicator 

February 2010 

You and Your Friends are Invited To�
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Luncheon (Door Prizes) 

 

�	���         Wed., February 17, 2010 
                       12:00 noon to 1:30 pm 
�
��� � ����������� $12.00 inclusive 
�	���� ��������� Carrie Cerino’s Ristorante 
                          8922 Ridge Road, N. Royalton 
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������	���������
Alisa Pucher, Owner 

Brighten your home with color. 

���������	
����������������� �
A busy mom shares her most valuable and  

unforgettable memory. 

Luncheon & nursery reservations necessary by 
Monday, February 15th.   

Call Ann (440) 886-1214 or Nolice (440) 845-3695  

NOTE: To cancel, call Ann no later than  
9:00 am, Tuesday, February 16th! 

Sponsored by the  
Cleveland Ohio South Christian Women’s Club. 
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It’s a lot easier than it sounds. If you use 
Campbell’s soup products, you can help too. 
Ridgewood is collecting your labels and turn-
ing them in for school supply items that will 

be donated to either Berea Children’s Home 
or the West Side Community House. 
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One will be located in Friendship Hall during 
coffee fellowship, the other on the second 

floor  at the entrance to the sanctuary (on the 
education side of the building). 
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and explains which types of labels to collect 
and how to turn them in to earn the points.  
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Charles E. Tobias………………………Pastor 
Paul Wilson….………………………….Pastor 
George E. Bailey…………….Pastor Emeritus 
Ira Cooper………..Director of Music/Organist 
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February 7, 2010 
Communion Sunday  

9 & 11 am Worship Services 
    Sonrisers at 11:00 am service 
10 am       Sunday School 

February 14, 2010 
LOGOS Prayers in the Chapel  

9 & 11 am Worship Services 
    Sr. High reading at 11:00 am service 
10 am       Sunday School 

February 17, 2010  
Ash Wednesday  

7 pm         Ash Wednesday Service  
    LOGOS Choirs singing 

February 21, 2010 
Communion in Chapel  

9 & 11 am Worship Services 
    Puppets & Beyond at both services 
10 am       Sunday School 
4:30 pm    Lenten Worship 
                     at Ridgewood UMC 

February 28, 2010 
Food Sunday  

9 & 11 am Worship Services 
10 am       Sunday School 
4:30 pm    Lenten Worship  
                     at Garfield Heights UMC 


